
Preston and South Ribble Flood Risk Management Scheme   

Historic flooding in Preston and South Ribble
There is a long history of flooding in Preston and South Ribble, with multiple flood events taking place between 1866 
and 2025. The existing Preston and South Ribble flood defences were built in stages between the 1920s and the early
2000s.

Flood timeline
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LOWER RIBBLE & PRESTON

Flooding in Strand Road, Fishergate, 
Broadgate and Lower Penwortham. Flood 
waters damaged the Ribble Branch Railway.

A tidal surge caused flooding. To prevent 
similar flooding happening again defences 
were constructed along Riverside.

Flood waters covered Avenham and fields 
in Penwortham, and reached houses on 
Broadgate. In Walton-le-Dale the cellars of 
the police station and several pubs were 
flooded.

Two days of heavy rain and high tides caused 
significant property flooding between the
A6 and the Tram Bridge, with depths around 
0.3 m.

The River Ribble and River Darwen rose 
substantially, with over 30 properties flooded.

Both parks flooded and the River Ribble rose 
over 2 m in three hours.

Sudden storms occurred around Preston. 
In Hartington Road houses were flooded, 
including the NORWEB office, which had just 
under 1 m of water in its basement. 

Widespread flooding in Preston, Walton-
le-Dale, Ribchester, Padiham, Barrowford, 
Blackburn, and Higher Walton. Around 35 
properties flooded.

The park was flooded and two farms in 
Fishwick were isolated by flooding. 

Flooding occurred in Penwortham 
and properties on Leyland Road were 
overwhelmed by the flood waters.

Around 5,200 homes were flooded in Lancashire and Cumbria during Storm Desmond. Further heavy rain 
during Storm Eva flooded 95 properties in Walton-le-Dale and Higher Walton. 

Flooding in Walton-le-Dale and Avenham 
and Miller Parks. Up to 35mm of rain fell 
in one day, with roads, bridges, walls and 
property damaged.

WALTON-LE-DALE & PRESTON

Heavy rain caused widespread surface 
water flooding, affecting properties 
in Walton-le-Dale. Areas of the Guild 
Wheel, Avenham Park, and Fishwick 
Bottoms were also impacted. 

River Ribble 1936

River Ribble 2015Walton-le-Dale 2015

Leyland Road 1990

NOV
1866

DEC
1880

DEC
1936

JUL
1977

OCTOCT 19801987
FEB

1990

NOV
2000

DEC
2015

JAN
2025

JAN/FEB
1995

DEC
1881

DEC
1923

These defences are now reaching the end of their design life and need to be repaired or replaced.    
In some locations new flood defences will be installed.  
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Introduction
The Preston and South Ribble Flood Risk Management 
Scheme starts at Broadgate in Preston, follows the River 
Ribble upstream into Walton-le-Dale, and the River Darwen 
upstream as far as Blue Bridge.

Existing flood defences along the River Ribble and River 
Darwen were built in stages over the last century and some 
are now reaching the end of their design life.

The Environment Agency is working closely with partners 
including Lancashire County Council, Preston City Council, 
South Ribble Borough Council and United Utilities, to repair, 
replace, and extend these defences, providing renewed 
flood protection for homes and businesses across Preston 
and South Ribble. The Scheme will not only reduce flood
risk but will also create a lasting benefit for the wider 
community and the environment.

The Scheme is split into two phases. Both are shown 
on the map to the right, and Phase 1 is already under 
construction.

This consultation relates to Phase 2 of the Scheme, which 
includes defences on the River Ribble in Walton-le-Dale and 
short sections on Chorley Road and Higher Walton Road on 
the River Darwen.

Phase 1 update 
Construction of Phase 1 of the Scheme is progressing well, 
with most of the new flood defences along Broadgate and 
Riverside in Preston, as well as those in Lower Penwortham, 
now completed. 

There are only two short sections along Riverside and near 
the entrance to Miller Park still under construction. 

Providing flood protection & 
better community amenities 

Scheme benefits

Preston and South Ribble Flood Risk Management Scheme overview map. Map image copyright 2025 Microsoft.

• 5 km:  New and improved defences

• 5000: Homes and businesses better protected
from flooding

• Three: New sports pitches created for the community

Providing better economic growth 
& education opportunities

£

• Over £55m:  Investment in Preston & South Ribble      

• 100+: People have worked on the Scheme so far

• Circa 25: Educational sessions have been
delivered in local schools

Protecting & enhancing the 
local environment  

• 12: Trees to be planted for every tree removed

• Over 8,400: Tree have been planted in 
Fishwick Bottoms

• 0.35: Hectares of new wetland created

RIVER DARWEN

Phase 2 (Area 4)
Walton le Dale

Phase 2 (Area 3)
Walton le Dale

Phase 1

Phase 2

Key

RIVER RIBBLE

Phase 1 (Area 1)
Broadgate and Riverside

Phase 1 (Area 2)
Lower Penwortham
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3Preston and South Ribble Flood Risk Management Scheme

Permitted development and 
planning permission
The Environment Agency requires different 
permissions to repair, replace, and extend the 
defences across Phase 2 of the Scheme. For work 
where existing flood defences are being raised or 
repaired, construction will be undertaken using 
the Agency’s Permitted Development rights, which 
means planning permission is not required.

Where the proposals include replacing or extending 
flood defences, planning permission is required.
A planning application for these elements of the 
Scheme will be submitted to South Ribble Borough 
Council in summer 2025.

The feedback from this consultation will be docu-
mented within the planning application and will 
also be considered in the development of the 
design and construction methodology for Phase 2.

Increase the height 
of the existing flood 
defence wall by 
approximately 0.5 m.

Planning 
permission

Permitted 
development

Ribble Crescent Victoria Road Old Police Station Chorley Road Blue Bridge

Replace the existing defence 
along a similar alignment 
and raise the height of the 
defences by approximately 
0.3 m.

Remove an existing garden 
wall and construct a new 
flood wall up to 0.7m high.

Strengthen the flood 
defence wall and raise it by 
approximately 0.1 m.

Construct a new 1 m high 
embankment between 
Blue Bridge and Higher 
Walton Road.

Works in Phase 2. Map image copyright 2025 Microsoft.

RIVER RIBBLE

Phase 2

Changes to Phase 2 since the  
2019 consultation
We consulted on the initial scheme in 2019 and since then 
we have continued to develop the design for Phase 2 of 
the Scheme, including reviewing the approach to flood 
risk management in the local area. Our updated proposals 
focus on making the most of existing assets across Phase 
2, increasing the height and utilising the remaining 
design life of the current flood defences in South Ribble. 
As part of Phase 2 we will also undertake maintenance 
work on existing defences, where required, including in 
Frenchwood.

This approach, combined with a review of our hydraulic 
modelling, has refined the interventions that are now being 
taken forward as part of Phase 2.

RIVER DARWEN
Key

Ribble Crescent

Old Police Station

Victoria Road

Chorley Road Blue Bridge
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1
- SCALE 1:500

Plan 1

River Ribble

Existing railings

Proposed area to be reinstated and seeded
with a species-rich grassland mix

Proposed area to be reinstated - private
gardens and public road/footpaths

Proposed tarmac surfacing

Proposed stone edging to tarmac surfacing

Existing trees to be retained

Existing tree to be removed

Existing ornamental shrub planting to be
removed/cut back and the area planted with new
shrub planting and bulbs where space allows

Existing bench

Existing bollard

Existing historical stone post

SCALE  1 : 500

100 20 4030 50 m

1. All measurements given are in metres unless otherwise stated
and are approximate.

2. Existing trees to be retained adjacent to the works require tree
protective fencing - refer to Tree Protection Plan Sheets. Tree
losses have been minimised throughout the design process.
Retention or removal of 'at risk' trees to be agreed on site
between the arboriculturist and the contractor.

3. All disturbed ground to be reinstated. Grass areas to be seeded
with a selection of mixes according to their location and
purpose: Amenity grass mix for general areas; species rich
wildflower mix for wet and dry grassland adjacent to the River
Ribble river bank.

4. Replacement tree and ornamental shrub planting to be provided
where feasible. Precise numbers, locations and species to be
finalised.

5. Assumed Enhancements:  Landscape enhancements at the
viewing platform.

Existing stone wall

Proposed flood wall works - existing
flood wall to be raised in height

PLAN 1

PLAN 2

Proposed working area

GENERAL NOTES

LEGEND

KEY PLAN

Proposed timber fence (to replace and match
existing fence removed to allow for the works)

Walton-le-Dale

Fishwick
Bottoms

Preston
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Ribble Crescent
The proposed works will raise the height of the existing flood defence wall along Ribble Crescent 
by approximately 0.5 m. Glass panels will be installed on top of the existing flood defences to 
achieve the additional height.

Glass panels have been used across Phase 1 of the Scheme to increase the height and level of 
flood protection, while maintaining the views for residents and visitors.The glass panels form 
part of the defences and are strong enough to withstand the forces of flood water.

As the work in this area consists of raising the height of existing defences, it can be 
undertaken using permitted development rights. For more information on permitted         
development please see Board 3.

Construction approach
The construction of the raised defences at Ribble Crescent is anticipated to take around 
nine months.

Access will primarily be from the river side of the flood defences, using scaffolding
to minimise disruption to private gardens. Limited access will be required from the 
landward side of the defences and directly affected residents have been contacted with 
further information. Access will also be required along adjacent streets, including Bridge 
Terrace, North Ribble Street and South Ribble Street.

Please see Board 8 for more information around the general construction approach and 
proposals for construction compounds.

Landscape Masterplan

Area 3C1 Ribble Crescent and

Area 3C2 Viewing Platform
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© Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Environment
Agency (2020)100026380
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- SCALE 1:100

Plan 2

Existing trees to be retained, basal
growth to be cut back as agreed with
Arboriculturalist

Existing concrete
bollard to be removed

New tarmac surfacing
with stone edge detail

Existing railings to be painted or
removed if not required

Existing bollards to both
entrances to be
refurbished/painted

Existing planting to be
removed and the area
replanted with new shrub
planting and bulbs

Existing tree to be
removed

Existing trees to be retained

Existing benches to be
refurbished. Paving slab surfacing
beneath bench to be retained.
Potential to relocate benches and
bin to entrance areas

Existing historical stone posts located
behind the railings to be retained

Existing stone wall to
be retained

New flood wall

Existing riverbank to be
reinstated and reseeded

Existing ornamental shrub planting to be
removed/cut back and the area planted with new
shrub planting and bulbs where space allows.

1
- SCALE 1:500

Plan 1

River Ribble
Existing railings

Proposed area to be reinstated and seeded
with a species-rich grassland mix

Proposed area to be reinstated - private
gardens and public road/footpaths

Proposed tarmac surfacing

Proposed stone edging to tarmac surfacing

Existing trees to be retained

Existing tree to be removed

Existing ornamental shrub planting to be
removed/cut back and the area planted with new
shrub planting and bulbs where space allows

Existing bench

Existing bollard

Existing historical stone post

SCALE  1 : 500

100 20 4030 50 m

SCALE  1 : 100

10000 5000 10000 mm

1. All measurements given are in metres unless otherwise stated
and are approximate.

2. Existing trees to be retained adjacent to the works require tree
protective fencing - refer to Tree Protection Plan Sheets. Tree
losses have been minimised throughout the design process.
Retention or removal of 'at risk' trees to be agreed on site
between the arboriculturist and the contractor.

3. All disturbed ground to be reinstated. Grass areas to be seeded
with a selection of mixes according to their location and
purpose: Amenity grass mix for general areas; species rich
wildflower mix for wet and dry grassland adjacent to the River
Ribble river bank.

4. Replacement tree and ornamental shrub planting to be provided
where feasible. Precise numbers, locations and species to be
finalised.

5. Assumed Enhancements:  Landscape enhancements at the
viewing platform.

Existing stone wall

Proposed flood wall works - existing
flood wall to be raised in height

3C2: VIEWING PLATFORM

PLAN 1

PLAN 2

Proposed working area

VICTORIA ROAD

GENERAL NOTES

LEGEND

KEY PLAN

Proposed timber fence (to replace and match
existing fence removed to allow for the works)

Walton-le-Dale

Fishwick
Bottoms

Preston

Proposed timber
fence (to replace
and match
existing fence
removed to allow
for the works)

Not to scale

Existing highway footpath within the
working area to be reinstated
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Suitability

Preston & South Ribble
Flood Risk Management Scheme

An overview map showing the proposals for Ribble Crescent

A visualisation of the proposals for Ribble Crescent

Flood wall

Proposals for the Ribble 
Crescent Viewing Platform 
(detailed below).
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Existing self-sown tree planting on wet-side of the existing 
flood wall to be removed to allow for the works.

Existing river bank within the working area to be reinstated 
and re-seeded with a species-rich grassland mix suitable for 
a river bank environment.

VICTORIA ROAD

Retention of historical 
stone posts, located 
behind the railings.

Proposed timber fence 
to replace and match 
existing fence, which 
needs to be removed to 
enable construction.

RIVER RIBBLE

Existing ornamental shrub 
planting to be removed / cut back 
and the area planted with new 
shrub planting and bulbs, where 
space allows.

*The key applies to both maps.

Key*

Scheme boundary

Existing railings

Existing historical stone 
post

Proposed flood wall 
works - existing flood wall 
to be raised in height

Proposed timber fence

Existing bollard

Existing ornamental 
shrub planting

Existing bench

Proposed riverbank 
area

Proposed area to be 
reinstated - private 
gardens and public 
footpaths

Existing stone wall

Proposed tarmac 
surfacing

Proposed stone edging 
to tarmac surfacing

Existing tree to be retained

Existing tree to be removed

RIVER RIBBLE

Existing benches to be refurbished 
where possible. Existing raised 
stone surfacing beneath the 
benches to be removed and resin 
bonded gravel surfacing extended 
to create level access to the 
benches from the adjacent path.

www.thefloodhub.co.uk/psr/  
psr@environment-agency.gov.uk 
@EnvAgencyNW



Preston and South Ribble Flood Risk Management Scheme 5

Victoria Road
Along Victoria Road, the existing flood defence wall will be replaced with a new wall, 
increasing the height of the defences by approximately 0.3 m.

The new flood defence wall has been designed with large foundations, so that it is possible                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
to raise the height of the defences in future, if needed.

The trees on the wet side of the existing wall will need to be removed to enable construction                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
works and will be replaced in other locations across the Scheme in a ratio of 12:1. We are also 
exploring further ways to mitigate the tree loss; this includes looking into ways the wood can 
be reused, as well as taking cuttings from the trees.

As the proposals involve replacing the existing defences with a new wall, they require 
planning permission. For more information on what that means please see Board 3.

Construction approach
The construction of the new defences at Victoria Road is anticipated to take around 
12 months.

Construction access will be from Victoria Road, and this will require the road to be 
closed throughout construction. An alternative route for traffic will be agreed with 
Lancashire County Council and a new temporary access to the Yew Tree pub will be 
created.

The water fountain on Victoria Road will be carefully dismantled and removed for 
safe storage and re-erected in the same location upon completion of the works.

Please see Board 8 for more information around the general construction approach 
and proposals for construction compounds.
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Area 3C Victoria Road

S3 - Suitable for review and comment S3
@ A1
B550B008
ENV0000009C P01

ENV0000009C-JAC-ZZ-ZZ34-DR-L-0009

KEY PLAN

1. All measurements given are in metres unless otherwise stated
and are approximate.

2. Existing trees to be retained adjacent to the works require tree
protective fencing - refer to Tree Protection Plan Sheets. Tree
losses have been minimised throughout the design process.
Retention or removal of 'at risk' trees to be agreed on site
between the arboriculturist and the contractor.

3. All disturbed ground to be reinstated. Grass areas to be seeded
with a selection of mixes according to their location and
purpose: amenity grass mix for general areas; species rich
wildflower mix for wet and dry grassland adjacent to the River
Ribble river bank.

GENERAL NOTES

not to scale

Walton-le-Dale

River Ribble

LEGEND

Existing tree to be retained.

Proposed working area.

10m

Existing tree to be removed (18 A category
trees and one C category tree).

Existing asphalt within the working area to
be reinstated if disturbed by the works.

Existing fountain to be removed, stored and
reinstated upon completion of the works.

Proposed new flood wall and railings.

Proposed area to be reinstated and seeded
with species-rich grassland mix suitable for a
river bank environment.

Existing flood wall and railings to be removed.

P01 2025-02-27
FOR PLANNING - DRAFT FOR EA
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Existing flood wall to Viewing Platform.

PLAN A

PLAN B

A6

Existing tree group (one C category group)
to be removed.

Existing flood wall.

Proposed sett edging.

Existing block paving within the working area to
be reinstated if disturbed by the works.
Surfacing to match existing.
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KEY PLAN

1. All measurements given are in metres unless otherwise stated
and are approximate.

2. Existing trees to be retained adjacent to the works require tree
protective fencing - refer to Tree Protection Plan Sheets. Tree
losses have been minimised throughout the design process.
Retention or removal of 'at risk' trees to be agreed on site
between the arboriculturist and the contractor.

3. All disturbed ground to be reinstated. Grass areas to be seeded
with a selection of mixes according to their location and
purpose: amenity grass mix for general areas; species rich
wildflower mix for wet and dry grassland adjacent to the River
Ribble river bank.

GENERAL NOTES

not to scale

Walton-le-Dale

River Ribble

LEGEND

Existing tree to be retained.

Proposed working area.

10m

Existing tree to be removed (18 A category
trees and one C category tree).

Existing asphalt within the working area to
be reinstated if disturbed by the works.

Existing fountain to be removed, stored and
reinstated upon completion of the works.

Proposed new flood wall and railings.

Proposed area to be reinstated and seeded
with species-rich grassland mix suitable for a
river bank environment.

Existing flood wall and railings to be removed.
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Existing flood wall to Viewing Platform.

PLAN A

PLAN B

A6

Existing tree group (one C category group)
to be removed.

Existing flood wall.

Proposed sett edging.

Existing block paving within the working area to
be reinstated if disturbed by the works.
Surfacing to match existing.

A visualisation of the proposals for Victoria Road

An overview map showing the proposals for Victoria Road

Key

Scheme boundary

Existing flood wall to 
Viewing Platform

Existing flood wall and 
railings to be removed

Existing flood wall

Proposed new flood 
wall and railings to tie 
in with existing wall 
pillar.

Existing river bank within working 
area to be reinstated and re-seeded 
with a species-rich seed mix suitable 
for a river bank environment.

Proposals for the Ribble 
Crescent Viewing Platform 
(detailed on Board 4).

Retained 
flood wall

Existing flood wall and 
railings to be removed.

Existing fountain to be removed, 
stored and reinstated upon 
completion of the works. 

VICTORIA ROAD
VICTORIA ROAD

RIVER RIBBLE

Yew Tree 
Inn (Grade II 
Listed)

Viewing 
platform

Existing tree to be retained

Existing tree to be removed

Proposed new flood 
wall and railings

Existing asphalt within 
the working area to be 
reinstated if disturbed 
by the works.

Existing fountain to 
be removed, stored 
and reinstated upon 
completion of the works.

Existing block paving 
within the working 
area to be reinstated if 
disturbed by the works.
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KEY PLAN

1. All measurements given are in metres unless otherwise stated
and are approximate.

2. Existing trees to be retained adjacent to the works require tree
protective fencing - refer to Tree Protection Plan Sheets. Tree
losses have been minimised throughout the design process.
Retention or removal of 'at risk' trees to be agreed on site
between the arboriculturist and the contractor.

3. All disturbed ground to be reinstated. Grass areas to be seeded
with a selection of mixes according to their location and
purpose: amenity grass mix for general areas; species rich
wildflower mix for wet and dry grassland adjacent to the River
Ribble river bank.

GENERAL NOTES

not to scale

Walton-le-Dale

River Ribble

LEGEND

Existing tree to be retained.

Proposed working area.

10m

Existing tree to be removed (18 A category
trees and one C category tree).

Existing asphalt within the working area to
be reinstated if disturbed by the works.

Existing fountain to be removed, stored and
reinstated upon completion of the works.

Proposed new flood wall and railings.

Proposed area to be reinstated and seeded
with species-rich grassland mix suitable for a
river bank environment.

Existing flood wall and railings to be removed.
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FOR PLANNING - DRAFT FOR EA
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Existing flood wall to Viewing Platform.

PLAN A

PLAN B

A6

Existing tree group (one C category group)
to be removed.

Existing flood wall.

Proposed sett edging.

Existing block paving within the working area to
be reinstated if disturbed by the works.
Surfacing to match existing.

Existing trees along the wet 
side of the existing flood wall 
and railings to be removed to 
allow for the works.

www.thefloodhub.co.uk/psr/  
psr@environment-agency.gov.uk 
@EnvAgencyNW
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Blue Bridge
A low flood embankment will be constructed along the existing access track to the river and
Environment Agency monitoring station, next to the public footpath. This embankment will 
enhance flood protection for Walton-le-Dale by reducing the risk of flooding along Higher 
Walton Road.

As the proposals are for a new flood defence, planning permission is required. For more
information on what that means please see Board 3.

H I G H E R   W A L T O N   R O A D

R O A D

Landscape Masterplan
Area 4C Blue Bridge

S3 - Suitable for review and comment S3
1:200 @ A1
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ENV0000009C P02

ENV0000009C-JAC-ZZ-ZZ34-DR-L-0006

KEY PLAN

1. All measurements given are in metres unless otherwise stated
and are approximate.

2. Existing trees to be retained adjacent to the works require tree
protective fencing - refer to Tree Protection Plan Sheets. Tree
losses have been minimised throughout the design process.
Retention or removal of 'at risk' trees to be agreed on site
between the arboriculturist and the contractor.

3. Existing hedgerows to be protected and retained where
possible. All disturbed ground to be reinstated. Grass areas to
be seeded with a selection of mixes according to their location
and purpose: Amenity/neutral grass mix for general areas;
species rich wildflower mix for embankment areas.

GENERAL NOTES

LEGEND

Existing tree to be retained

Existing hedgerow to be retained

Existing footpath (Public Rights of Way
FP0702088) to be retained

Existing grassland to be retained

Existing fence and field gate to be retained

Proposed hedgerows

Proposed species-rich grassland

Proposed native trees and shrubs

Proposed Bodpave access track installed
with a grass surface

Proposed neutral grassland

Proposed working area

not to scale

Walton-le-Dale

A675

River Darwen

Propose footpath (Public Rights of Way
FP0702088) to be reinstated

Proposed flood embankment

Drawing status

Drawing number

Scale

Client No.

Jacobs No.

Drawing title

DO NOT SCALE

Project

In partnership with

G

N
W

I
A

RD

T U A

O

A D

C

C:
\p

w
_w

or
kd

ir\
w

ee
nv

ag
en

cy
\j

eg
in

tl
_r

uf
fe

la
\d

m
s0

74
29

\E
N

V
00

00
00

9C
-J

A
C-

ZZ
-Z

Z3
4-

D
R

-L
-0

00
6.

dw
g 

- 
05

/1
2/

20
24

 0
9:

42
:0

0 
- 

Sh
ee

t 1
 -

 ru
ff

el
a

Apprv'dPurpose of revisionRev Rev. Date Orig Check'd Rev'd

© Copyright 2024 Jacobs U.K. Limited. The concepts and information contained in this document are the property of Jacobs.
Use or copying of this document in whole or in part without the written permission of Jacobs constitutes an infringement of
copyright.   Limitation:  This drawing has been prepared on behalf of, and for the exclusive use of Jacobs' Client, and is subject
to, and issued in accordance with, the provisions of the contract between Jacobs and the Client.  Jacobs accepts no liability or
responsibility whatsoever for, or in respect of, any use of, or reliance upon, this drawing by any third party.

Rev

Suitability

Preston & South Ribble
Flood Risk Management Scheme

Existing native trees and shrubs

Scale  1:200

5m 0m 5m 10m

P01 2024-11-13
FOR PLANNING - DRAFT FOR EA
COMMENTS YG AR NP RA

P02 2024-11-05 FOR PLANNING YG AR AR RA

An overview map showing the proposals for Blue Bridge

A visualisation of the proposals for Blue Bridge

Construction approach
The construction of the new embankment is anticipated to take two months.

Access to the site will be through Blue Bridge Nursery and the Scheme may require the 
existing entrance to be widened. Construction of the embankment will be planned, to 
minimise disruption where possible.

The public right of way will be temporarily closed for the duration of the works for the 
safety of members of the public and the project team.

To facilitate these works a satellite compound will be required; more details around 
construction compounds and information around the general construction approach 
can be found on Board 8.

Section of Public Right of Way and 
area adjacent to it to be reinstated and 
seeded with species rich grassland 
upon completion of the works.

Existing tree to 
be protected 
and retained.

Proposed satellite 
compound area to be 
reinstated to original layout.

Existing native trees and 
shrubs to be retained.

 
Key

Scheme boundary

Existing fence and field 
gate to be retained

Proposed species-rich 
grassland

Existing hedgerows to 
be retained

Existing native trees 
and shrubs

Proposed native trees 
and shrubs

Existing footpath 
(Public Rights of Way) to 
be retained

Proposed access track 
installed with a grass 
surface

Existing grassland to be 
retained

Proposed footpath 
(Public Rights of Way) to 
be reinstated following 
construction

Proposed hedgerows

Proposed flood 
embankment

HIGHER WALTON ROAD

RIVER DARWEN

Existing tree to be retained
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Landscape Masterplan
Area 4C Blue Bridge
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KEY PLAN

1. All measurements given are in metres unless otherwise stated
and are approximate.

2. Existing trees to be retained adjacent to the works require tree
protective fencing - refer to Tree Protection Plan Sheets. Tree
losses have been minimised throughout the design process.
Retention or removal of 'at risk' trees to be agreed on site
between the arboriculturist and the contractor.

3. Existing hedgerows to be protected and retained where
possible. All disturbed ground to be reinstated. Grass areas to
be seeded with a selection of mixes according to their location
and purpose: Amenity/neutral grass mix for general areas;
species rich wildflower mix for embankment areas.

GENERAL NOTES

LEGEND

Existing tree to be retained

Existing hedgerow to be retained

Existing footpath (Public Rights of Way
FP0702088) to be retained

Existing grassland to be retained

Existing fence and field gate to be retained

Proposed hedgerows

Proposed species-rich grassland

Proposed native trees and shrubs

Proposed Bodpave access track installed
with a grass surface

Proposed neutral grassland

Proposed working area

not to scale

Walton-le-Dale

A675

River Darwen

Propose footpath (Public Rights of Way
FP0702088) to be reinstated

Proposed flood embankment
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Chorley Road
The existing brick wall to the rear of the properties on Chorley Road will be removed 
and replaced with a reinforced flood defence wall. The new flood defence wall will be
up to 0.7 m tall and will be clad in brick, with a wooden fence installed on top.

Where the change in height required to meet the flood defence level is small, a HGV
standard kerb will be used to tie the new flood defence wall into the surrounding high ground.

As the proposals are for the creation of new flood defences, planning permission is required. 
For more information on what that means please see Board 3.

An overview map showing the proposals for Chorley Road

A visualisation of the proposals for Chorley Road

Construction approach
The construction of the new defences is anticipated to take four months.

Access to the site will be from the haulage yard and intermittently through the 
gardens of properties off Chorley Road. We have contacted residents who are directly 
impacted to share more details.

Please see Board 8 for more information around the general construction approach 
and proposals for construction compounds.

Existing fence to 
be retained and 
vegetation cut back, 
or removed and the 
fence and vegetation 
reinstated behind the 
proposed HGV kerb.

Existing 
garden 
boundary to 
be retained.

Existing fence to be 
retained or taken 
down and reinstated 
behind proposed 
HGV kerb.

Existing tree to 
be removed

Private gardens within the working area to be reinstated. Sheds 
and other garden features (paving slabs, pre-cast fences, etc.) 
to be taken down prior to construction works commencement 
in agreement with the landowners. Reinstatement of private 
gardens disturbed by the works to be agreed with landowners.

Existing kerb to be replaced with 
new HGV kerb. Top of kerb at new 
flood defence level. All surrounding 
surfaces disturbed by the works will be 
reinstated to existing levels and falls. 

Key

Scheme boundary

Proposed flood defence 
wall

Existing garden 
boundary

Proposed HGV kerb

Existing gravel path to 
be retained

Existing tree to be retained

Existing tree to be removed

Existing fence

Private gardens 
disturbed by the works 
to be reinstated to 
match existing

Existing surfaces 
disturbed by the works 
to be reinstated to 
match existing

Existing shed

CHORLEY ROAD

HAULAGE YARD

www.thefloodhub.co.uk/psr/  
psr@environment-agency.gov.uk 
@EnvAgencyNW
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Construction approach
Throughout construction, we will try to maintain access to 
homes and businesses.

Construction will be challenging in some areas as there are 
restricted working areas and ground and physical 
conditions have led to a complex design. In these locations 
we have to balance the need to keep everyone safe while 
minimising disruption to the community.

Construction machinery
A range of construction machinery will be used, including:

• Vacuum glass lifters

• Excavators

• Tracked cranes

• Sheep foot rollers

We have contacted directly impacted residents with more 
information relating to the construction plant they are 
likely to see on site, while works are ongoing.

Example of a road closure that took place during 
Phase 1 of the Scheme

Road closures
We will need to close some roads 
temporarily and put diversions in place. 
Pedestrian access to residential properties 
will be maintained for the duration of the 
works.

There may also be disruption to parking 
arrangements because of road closures. 
We will work closely with residents and 
businesses to address any accessibility 
requirements.

Traffic management plans will be 
developed in conjunction with Lancashire 
County Council Highways, and we will 
ensure any temporary road or lane closures 
are managed appropriately to minimise 
traffic disruption.

Working hours
Our proposed working hours are 8am to 
6pm Monday to Friday and 8am to 2pm on 
Saturdays. Some construction activities 
once started must be completed, and this 
may mean work occasionally continues 
beyond 6pm. If possible, we will advise 
residents before any weekend working.

We are currently not anticipating any 
construction on Sundays, Bank Holidays or 
across nights. 

Disruption to gardens and 
reinstatement
We have contacted residents directly if 
construction will impact their property.

Noise, dust and vibration
Construction may cause noise, dust and 
vibration, and we will monitor and manage 
levels and work to reduce any impact on 
homes, businesses, public areas, and the 
natural environment wherever possible. 
Several monitoring techniques will be used 
and there will be a range of measures to 
provide screening, which will assist with 
reducing noise and dust levels.

Construction compounds
Two construction compounds will be 
required for Phase 2 of the Scheme. A main 
compound will be established in the Park & 
Ride at the rear of the Capitol Centre. This 
will include site offices, welfare facilities 
and staff parking. There will be vehicle 
access and egress onto Grove Road and 
pedestrian access and egress onto Winery 
Lane.

A smaller satellite compound will be        
established off Higher Walton Road in Blue 
Bridge Nursery for the construction of 
the embankment at Blue Bridge.

Examples of construction plant to be used during Phase 2 of the Scheme
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Environmental and social enhancements

Throughout the delivery of the Preston and South Ribble Flood Risk Management Scheme, the Environment Agency will 
continue to work with the local community and stakeholders to identify environmental and social enhancements.

Work with schools
The Environment Agency has worked closely with local 
schools across the Scheme, delivering educational 
sessions.

We have also worked with three schools to improve 
surface water drainage in playgrounds, installing features 
of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) wherever 
possible.

SuDS is a nature-based method to reduce surface water 
flood risk and improve water quality, by:

• Capturing rainwater runoff to reduce flood risk 

• Storing runoff and releasing it slowly

• Slowing the flow of rain to drains

• Filtering out pollutants

The Environment Agency has worked with:

• Frenchwood Community Primary, Preston

• St Mary Magdalen’s Catholic Primary, Lower Penwortham 

• St Leonard’s Primary C.E., Walton-le-Dale

The Environment Agency has installed permeable 
surfacing, rainwater planters, water butts, trees and 
more.

St Leonard’s C.E. Primary school

St Mary Magdalen’s Catholic Primary school

Fishwick Bottoms
The Environment Agency is working in partnership with
the Ribble Rivers Trust, Preston City Council and a tenant 
farmer to plant over 8,400 native trees along the riverbank 
at Fishwick Bottoms. These trees will be fenced off from 
the surrounding farmland to protect them from grazing 
pressure and will provide new habitat for riparian wildlife, 
such as otters, bats and kingfishers.

Trees can absorb and trap excess water and they also 
help to conserve fertile soils by preventing soil runoff. The 
trees that we plant will create new habitat for woodland 
birds, bats, and invertebrates. The trees will also help 
shade the river, preventing fish from overheating on sunny 
days. Without grazing, the riverbank vegetation will begin 
to grow back, solidifying the banks and preventing further 
erosion.

Preston and South Ribble Flood Risk Management Scheme team planting trees at Fishwick Bottoms

Semi-mature trees planted 
at Fishwick Bottoms

A whip planted at 
Fishwick Bottoms

www.thefloodhub.co.uk/psr/  
psr@environment-agency.gov.uk 
@EnvAgencyNW
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Timeline

Summer

Autumn

Spring

Autumn

Next steps
Planning permission from South Ribble Borough 
Council will be required for certain elements of 
the Scheme, while others fall under permitted 
development. For more details on the differences 
between planning permission and permitted 
development, please refer to Board 3.

Following this consultation, all feedback will be 
reviewed and considered as part of the ongoing 
development of the Scheme. This will help shape the 
design, inform the planning application process, and 
support decision-making, including the development 
of the construction methodology for Phase 2 works. 
A Statement of Community Involvement will also 
be produced and submitted as part of a planning 
application in Summer 2025.

2025

2025

2026

2027

Planning application submitted

Outcome of planning application

Construction commences

Phase 2 completion

Feedback channels
You can share your views on our proposals by filling out the ‘Have your say’ form on the Flood Hub or using the 
paper copies available at the in-person events.

A visualisation of the proposals for Ribble Crescent

Comments can be submitted between 5 May and midnight on 5 June 2025.

You can also visit our Information Hub at BAC/EE Sports and Social Club (off South Meadow Lane in Preston), which is 
open on Wednesdays and Thursdays 10am-3pm. Free parking is available.

For further information
Email: psr@environment-agency.gov.uk

www.thefloodhub.co.uk/psr/  
psr@environment-agency.gov.uk 
@EnvAgencyNW


